
How to Create a Basic Soil Report via Web Soil Survey 
This document provides instructions for how to create a basic soils report and map for your farmland. These are 
important tools for farmers as they can help them make management decisions to ensure that they are best using 
the land for what it is well suited for.  
 

Navigate to 
https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/  
and click the green 'Start WSS' button. 

 

Under 'Quick Navigation', expand the 
'Address' drop down. Enter the 
'Address' of the property that you want 
soils information for and then click 
'View'. 

 

https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/


Use the 'AOI' or 'Area of Interest' 
polygon or square to draw your 
approximate property or farm field 
boundary line. Double click to stop 
drawing the shape. 

 



Next double-click the 'Soil Map' tab and 
wait for the soil map overlay to load. 

 
The 'Soils Map' shows approximately 
where different soil types exists and the 
table on left shows the percentage of the 
area of interest (AOI) with each soil 
type. Click on each soil type in the ‘Map 
Unit Name’ column to see 
characteristics of that soil type. 

 



On right hand side of screen click ‘Add 
to Shopping Cart’. This will allow you to 
save information from Web Soil Survey 
(WSS) into a Soil Report that can 
printed or downloaded as a PDF.  
Repeat this step for any data you wish 
to download from the WSS. Note that 
this is a FREE resource, and it will not 
cost anything to download your maps. 

 
Next click the 'Soil Data Explorer' tab. 

 



Click to expand 'Land Classifications'. 

 
Select ‘Farmland Classification’ from 
the drop down and ‘View Rating’. 

 



Click "Add to Shopping Cart" 

 
In addition to the Farmland 
Classification, we suggest you click ‘Soil 
Properties and Qualities’ to add ‘pH’ 
from the ‘Soil Chemical Properties’ 
dropdown, ‘K Factor – Whole Soil’ from 
the ‘Soil Erosion Factors’ drop down 
and see if there is any known ‘Flooding 
or Ponding Frequency Class’ in the 
‘Water Features’ drop down. To learn 
more about what each is, add them to 
your map and then scroll down to the 
‘Description’ text box. Remember to add 
this information to your shopping cart 
to save it to your final report! 

 



Click the 'Shopping Cart (Free)' tab and 
then ‘Check Out’.  
 

 
In ‘Checkout Options’ box, select ‘Get 
Now’ to download a PDF of the soils 
report or ‘Download Later’ to have the 
soils report information emailed to you. 
If you add a lot of information to your 
report it will only give you the option to 
download it later. Once you have your 
soils report downloaded and saved, you 
can add it as a file to your farm profile 
on the New York Farmland Finder.  

 



 


